
Mary C. Klann 
Curriculum vitae 

Email: mcklann@ucsd.edu or mary.klann@gmail.com Website: www.maryklann.com  

EDUCATION 

PhD in United States History University of California, San Diego (2017) 
Dissertation Title: Citizens with Reservations: Race, Wardship, and Native American 
Citizenship in the Mid-Twentieth-Century American Welfare State  
PhD Advisor: Rebecca Jo Plant 

MA in Women’s History Sarah Lawrence College (2009) 
Master’s Thesis: Beaded Heritage: Gender in South African Tourism and National Memory 

BA, cum laude in Psychology Willamette University (2007) 

PUBLICATIONS 

Book 

Wardship and the Welfare State: Native Americans and the Formation of First-Class 
Citizenship in Mid-Twentieth-Century America, University of Nebraska Press, 2024 (New 
Visions in Native American and Indigenous Studies Series) 

Refereed Journal Articles and Book Chapters  

“Native Women, Gender, and Feminisms,” Introduction to Native American and Indigenous 
Studies Textbook, ed. Farina King and Kiara Vigil, under contract with University of Oklahoma 
Press.  

“Frustration, Joy, and Shards of Fact: A Tale of Two I-Search Papers,” American Historical 
Review 128, no. 1 (March 2023): 385-394.  

With Logan Gorkov and Rossel-Joyce Garcia, “Sharing Instructional Design: Collaboration and 
Community with the Past, Present, and Future,” Designing for Care, edited by Jerod Quinn, 
Martha Burtis, and Surita Jhangiani, 113-134. Denver: Hybrid Pedagogy Books, 2022. 

“Native Women’s Challenges to Termination and Relocation Policy, 1944-1971” Document 
Project for Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600-2000 24, no. 2 
(September 2020) Alexander Street Press. 

“Babies in Baskets: Motherhood, Tourism, and American Identity in Indian Baby Shows, 
1916-1949,” Journal of Women’s History 29, no. 2 (Summer 2017): 38-61.  
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Book Reviews  

Review of Reproduction on the Reservation: Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Colonialism in the 
Long Twentieth Century by Brianna Theobald, Journal of American Ethnic History 42, no. 1 
(Fall 2022): 105-106.  

Review of Staging Indigeneity: Salvage Tourism and the Performance of Native American 
History by Katrina M. Phillips, Western Historical Quarterly 53, no. 3 (Autumn 2022): 317.  

Review of First Americans: U.S. Patriotism in Indian Country after World War I by Thomas 
Grillot, Ethnohistory 66, no. 3 (July 2019): 609-610.  

Review of Gender and the Jubilee: Black Freedom and the Reconstruction of Citizenship in 
Civil War Missouri by Sharon Romeo, Insights: Notes from the CCWH (Newsletter of the 
Coordinating Council for Women in History) 48, no. 1 (Spring 2017). 

Review of Poverty in Common: The Politics of Community Action During the American 
Century by Alyosha Goldstein, Planning Perspectives 29, no. 1 (January 2014): 126-127. 

Book Chapters 

“Beaded Heritage: Tourism, Gender, and Development in Post-Apartheid South Africa,” in 
Exploring Travel and Tourism: Essays on Journeys and Destinations, edited by Jennifer Erica 
Sweda, 129-145. Newcastle upon Tyne, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012.  

Other Publications  

“How Mary Klann Does History,” Contingent Magazine, October 31, 2023.  

Zitkala Ša, “School Days of an Indian Girl,” Gale Key Works, forthcoming.

With Kristina Poznan, “Hi Person Reading This!” Contingent Magazine, March 8, 2022.  

“On Grading, Efficiency, and Contingency,” Crowdsourcing Ungrading March 27, 2021.  

“To Make Native Votes Count, Janine Windy Boy Sued the Government,” Smithsonian 
Magazine, October 29, 2020.  

“Contingency is not Complacency,” Contingent Magazine September 15, 2020.  

“Why We Still Need Women’s History,” The Networker (Newsletter of the Western Association 
of Women Historians) 45, no.1 (Summer 2016). 
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DIGITAL HISTORY PROJECTS 

Annotate McGirt: A project collaboratively annotating the 2020 Supreme Court Decision, 
McGirt v. Oklahoma.  

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 

2022   Finalist, Hayward Award for Excellence in Education, Academic Senate  
for California Community Colleges (Nominated by San Diego Miramar 
College)  

2021-2022  American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Fellowship  

2019   American Philosophical Society Phillips Fund for Native American   
   Research Grant  

2018   UC San Diego Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Distinguished Teaching   
   Award 

2017   Dryden Hull Best Dissertation Prize, UC San Diego Department of History  

2016-2017  American Association of University Women (AAUW) American    
   Dissertation Fellowship 
   UC San Diego Department of History Dissertation Grant (Declined) 
  
2016   Coordinating Council for Women in History/Berkshire Conference of   
   Women Historians Graduate Student Fellowship 
   UC San Diego Department of History Travel Grant  
   Honorable Mention, Founders Dissertation Fellowship, Western    
   Association of Women Historians       
   UC San Diego Division of Arts and Humanities Dean’s Travel    
   Award 
         
2015-2016  UC San Diego Center for the Humanities Dissertation Fellowship 
   UC San Diego Department of History Dissertation Writing Fellowship 

2015   UC San Diego Department of History Travel Grant 
   UC San Diego Teaching and Learning Commons Summer Graduate   
   Teaching Scholar 

2014   Harry S. Truman Library Research Grant 
   Charles Redd Center for Western Studies Research Grant, Brigham Young 
   University     
   UC San Diego Department of History Travel Grant 
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   Journal of Women’s History Graduate Student Article Prize, Awarded for   
   “Babies in Baskets: Motherhood, Tourism, and American Identity in   
   Indian Baby Shows, 1916-1949” 

2013   Carol Gold Graduate Student  Conference Paper Prize, Western    
   Association of Women Historians, Awarded for “Babies in Baskets:   
   Tourism and Native American Motherhood in the Twentieth Century   
   American West” 
   UC San Diego Department of History Travel Grant 

2012   H. Stuart Hughes Prize, UC San Diego Department of History, Awarded   
   for “Baskets and Babies: Native American Women and Tourism in    
   Yosemite National Park, 1916-1929” 
   UC San Diego Department of History Travel Grant 

2011-2012  UC San Diego Regents Fellowship 

2011   UC San Diego Department of History Travel Grant 
    

PRESENTATIONS 

* = Panel or presentation postponed or canceled due to COVID-19.  

Invited Talks  
2023   American Women and Social Change During the Cold War and Vietnam   
   War Era. Midway Institute for Teachers, USS Midway Museum. July 12. 

   Native Americans and World War II. Midway Institute for Teachers, USS  
   Midway Museum. June 27.   

2022   Native Americans and World War II. Midway Institute for Teachers, USS  
   Midway Museum. July 11.  

   American Women and Social Change During the Cold War and Vietnam   
   War Era. Midway Institute for Teachers, USS Midway Museum. July 1.  

2021   UnGrading: Yes, It Is Awesome. California State University, San Marcos.   
   Class Visit with Kimber Quinney’s History Pedagogy Graduate Course.   
   November 9.  

   Gender, First-Class Citizenship, and Indian Poverty Knowledge in the   
   Mid-Twentieth Century. Sarah Lawrence College Women’s History   
   Lecture Series. March 25.  
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   Civil Rights, Gender, and Termination Policy. Knox College. Class Visit   
   with Catherine Denial’s Native and Indigenous History since 1871 Course.   
   March  5.  

   Trust, Freedom, and Joy: Incorporating UnGrading into the History   
   Classroom. Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association   
   Teaching Committee. March 3.  

2017   Defining Competent Citizens: Race, Gender, and Welfare in Indian   
   Emancipation Bills, 1944-1954. Willamette University Department of   
   History. November 6.  

Panels Organized 
2023   Historicizing Allyship: The Limits and Possibilities of Organizing Across   
   Racial, National, and Colonial Boundaries in the Long 20th Century.   
   Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Gender, and Sexualities.   
   June 28-July 2.  

2022   Innovative Pedagogy and Non-Tenure Track Faculty. Pacific Coast Branch  
   of the American Historical Association. August 10-12.  

2021   Success, Feedback, and Collaboration in Online Teaching. Pacific Coast   
   Branch of the American Historical Association. August 2021.  

   Student-Centered History Pedagogy Lessons from COVID-19. Western   
   Association of Women Historians Conference, April 22-24.  

2020   *Pathbreakers: Native Women Traversing Twentieth-Century Indian   
   Policies. Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Gender, and   
   Sexualities, May 28-31.  

*History Pedagogy Lessons from New Instructors. Western Association of 
Women Historians Conference, April 23-25. 

2017   A Right to Welfare: Gender, Citizenship, and Welfare Policy in the    
   Twentieth Century United States. Berkshire Conference on the History of   
   Women, Gender, and  Sexualities, June 1-4. 

2016   Contested Spaces between Wardship and Citizenship: Indians and the   
   American State, 1846-1974. American Society for Ethnohistory    
   Conference, November 9-13. 

Papers Presented  
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2024   1924-2024: A Roundtable on the Indian Citizenship Act. American   
   Historical Association Annual Meeting, January 4-7.  

2023   A Heritage of Guilt, Innocent Taxpayers, and the Native Plight in the Mid-  
   Twentieth Century. Berkshire Conference on the History of Women,   
   Gender, and Sexualities, June 28-July 2.  

Roundtable participant, “Class in Everyday Life: Celebrating the 
Scholarship, Teaching, and Organizing of Priscilla Murolo.” Labor and 
Working Class History Association Conference, May 18-20.  

2022   Native Veterans, Instructional Work, and “Colonization” at Colorado   
   River Indian Reservation after World War II. Western History Association 
   Conference, October 12-15.  

   Instructional Work for Native Veterans: Assimilation and the World War  
   II GI Bill’s Educational Provisions. Western Association of Women   
   Historians Conference. April 21-23.  

2021    Termination Meets the Welfare State: “Indian Poverty Knowledge,” the GI 
   Bill, and “First-Class Citizenship” in the Mid-Twentieth Century. Western   
   History Association Conference, October 27-30.  

   Digital History as Content and Method. Pacific Coast Branch of the   
   American Historical Association Conference, August 11-13.  
    
   Intersections Between Indigenized and Progressive Digital Pedagogy.   
   Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association Conference,   
   August 11-13.  

   Gender, Family, and the State: Native Women's Congressional    
   Testimonies during the Termination Era (1950s-1970s). Organization of   
   American Historians Conference, April 15-18. 

2020   How Do You Teach Termination Policy to Undergraduates? Western   
   Historical Association Conference, October 14-17. 

   The Native Congressional Record: Gender and Resistance in Postwar   
   Public Testimony. Western Historical Association Conference, October   
   14-17.  

   *Gender, Family, and the State: Native Women’s Congressional    
   Testimonies during the Termination Era (1950s-1970s). Berkshire    
   Conference on the History of Women, Gender, and Sexualities, May   
   28-31. 
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*Engaging Students for Success with Reading and Writing with Social 
Annotation. OER Extravaganza, San Diego Miramar College, May 15.  

*There’s a (Teaching) App for That: Integrating Digital Pedagogy into the 
History Classroom. Western Association of Women Historians 
Conference, April 23-25.  

*Native Women Speak to Congress: Gender and Policy in the Twentieth 
Century. Diversity/International Education Committee Women’s History 
Month Event, San Diego Miramar College, March 18.  

2018   Ruth Muskrat Bronson and Helen Peterson’s Definitions of Trusteeship,   
   Citizenship, and Guilt in the Mid-Twentieth Century. Native American   
   and Indigenous Studies Association Conference, May 17-19.  

2017    “First-Class Citizenship” for “Competent” Indians: Race and Gender in   
   Indian Emancipation Bills, 1944-1954. American Society for Ethnohistory   
   Conference, October 12-14.  

   Defining Wardship: Gender and Native American Access to World War II-  
   Era Welfare Benefits. Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical   
   Association Conference, August 3-5. 

   “To Help Her Out of This Uneasy Situation”: Race, Gender, and Native   
   American Citizenship in the Servicemen’s Dependents Allowance Act of   
   1942.” Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Gender, and   
   Sexualities, June 1-4. 

   “‘For Better Preparedness’: Gender, Race, and Welfare in Mid-Century   
   Indian Termination Policies in the American West.” Western Association   
   of Women Historians Conference, April 27-29.  

2016   “‘A Minority with a Difference’: Race, Wardship, and Indian Citizenship in 
   the Mid-Twentieth Century Welfare State.” American Society for    
   Ethnohistory Conference, November 9-13. 

   “Why We Still Need Women’s History.” Western Association of Women   
   Historians Conference, May 12-14. 

2015   “‘He Can Be Both a Ward and Citizen’ : Social Security Benefits,    
   Colonialism, and Native American Citizenship in Mid-Twentieth Century   
   Arizona and New Mexico.” Pacific Coast Branch of the American    
   Historical Association Conference, August 6-8.  
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2013   “Babies in Baskets: Tourism and Native American Motherhood in the   
   20th Century American West.” Western Association of Women    
   Historians Conference, May 16-18. 
    
   “Weaving a Native Narrative: Native American Mothers and Children in   
   the Tourism Industry of the 20th Century American West.” USC    
   Department of American Studies and Ethnicity Crossing Borders    
   Conference, March 29-30. 
    
   “Alternative Accounts: The Walter Bone Shirt and Rosebud School   
   Albums.” Public“ArtStop” Lecture, San Diego Museum of Art, February   
   14. 

2012   “Babies and Baskets: Tourism, Gender, and the Politics of Identity in   
   Yosemite National Park, 1916-1929.” Pacific Coast Branch of the    
   American Historical Association Conference, August 9-11. 

2010   “Beaded Heritage: Tourism, Gender, and Development in Post-Apartheid   
   South Africa.” Mid-Atlantic Popular American Culture Association   
   Conference, October 28-30. 

Panels Moderated 

2022   Innovative Pedagogy and Non-Tenure Track Faculty. Pacific Coast Branch  
   of the American Historical Association. August 10-12. 

   Indigenous Education and Reform in the US and Abroad. Pacific Coast   
   Branch of the American Historical Association. August 10-12.  

2021   Discussing Social Annotation and Digital Literacies. Hypothesis iAnnotate 
   2021. June 21-25.  

TEACHING 

Lecturer, Department of History, UC San Diego 

American Women, American Womanhood, 1870-Present (Spring 2023, Fall 2023)  
Digital History and Memory (Winter 2021, Spring 2022, Winter 2023, Winter 2024) 
Nineteenth Century American History (Winter 2024) 
History of Welfare Policy and Welfare Rights (Spring 2024) 
Craft of History (Spring 2024) 
Undergraduate Honors Seminar (Fall 2020) 
Native Americans and American Politics (Fall 2020) 
Citizenship and Civil Rights in the Twentieth Century (Spring 2020) 
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Native American Women’s History (Fall 2019, Spring 2021) 
Native American History II (Spring 2019, Fall 2022, Fall 2023) 
Native American History I (Winter 2018) 
Twentieth Century American History (Summer 2015) 

Lecturer, Department of Ethnic Studies, UC San Diego  

Sovereignty and Federal Indian Law (Fall 2023) 
Native American History I (Winter 2024) 

Lecturer, Department of History, Cuyamaca College  

Women in Modern American History (Spring 2021) 

Lecturer, Department of History, San Diego Community College District  

San Diego Miramar College  

United States History II (US History since 1877) (Spring 2019, Fall 2019, Fall 2020) 
United States History I (US History to 1877) (Fall 2017, Summer 2018, Fall 2019, Spring 2020, 
Spring 2021) 

San Diego Mesa College 

United States History II (US History since 1877) (Spring 2018) 
United States History I (US History to 1877) (Spring 2018) 

Teaching Assistant, Department of History, UC San Diego 

Asian American History (Fall 2012, Winter 2013, Winter 2014) 
African American History (Winter 2013, Fall 2013) 
Mexican American History (Spring 2013, Summer 2013, Spring 2015) 
Twentieth Century American History (Spring 2014) 

FACULTY SUPPORT, MENTORSHIP, AND DEVELOPMENT 

Faculty Development Presentations 

2021    Love and Flexibility with Students. The Summer Institute,     
   The AFT Guild, San Diego & Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community Colleges.   
   June 4. 

   What’s in Your Upgrade? Using the Lessons of COVID Teaching and   
   Learning to Upgrade our Courses. San Diego Miramar College. May 18. 
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   Why and How I UnGrade. Cuyamaca College Teaching Dialogues: An   
   Anti-Racist and Equity-Minded Community of Practice. April 30. 

   Finding Connection and Community through Collaborative    
   Annotation through Hypothesis. San Diego Community College District   
   Distance Education Week, 20th Year of Online Innovation. April 22.  

   UnGrading. Interview with Farina King for Northeastern State    
   University’s Community Health and Well-Being Collective Podcast, March 
   18.  

2020   Mark Up the Margin: Hypothesis AnnotatED Workshop at Online    
   Learning Consortium’s Accelerate 2020 Conference. November 6.  

   What is Whiteness? (With Karen Lacy and Laura González) San Diego   
   Miramar College FLEX Week 2020. August 11.  

   Primary Source: Annotating History (with Alicia Maggard) Hypothesis   
   Liquid Margins Episode 3. July 24.  

Digital Pedagogy and Online Learning Positions 
   
2020   Teaching Tech Liaison, Department of History, UC San Diego (Spring   
   2020, Fall 2020) 

   Faculty Online Learning Community Mentor, San Diego Miramar College   
   (Summer 2020) 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

2023-2024  Women and Social Movements in the United States, Editorial Assistant  
   Co-Editor, Special Issue on Indigenous Women  

2022   Organization of American Historians Committee on Community Colleges   
   (Co-Chair, 2022) 
    
   San Diego Miramar College Ungrading Community of Practice  

2021-2022  San Diego Miramar College Native Issues and Land Acknowledgement   
   Faculty Community of Inquiry  

   Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association    
   Teaching Committee  

   Manuscript Reviewer, The History Teacher  

2019   Developmental Editing for Graduate Students, Department of History, UC 
   San Diego 
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2016   Peer Mentor, Teaching and Learning Commons, UC San Diego 

2013-2014  President, UC San Diego Graduate Student History Collective 

2012-2014  US Field Group Representative, UC San Diego Graduate Student History   
   Collective 

2013   Graduate Assistant and Book Exhibit Coordinator, Society for American   
   City and Regional Planning History 15th Annual Conference   
    
2012   Coordinating Committee, Second Annual UC San Diego Graduate History   
   Conference 

2008-2009  Graduate Student Representative, Sarah Lawrence College Sexual Assault   
   Subcommittee 

CERTIFICATIONS 

2017   San Diego Community College District Online Faculty Certification  

2015   Center for Integration of Research, Teaching, and Learning, Practitioner   
   Level 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Historical Association 
Western Association of Women Historians 
Coordinating Council for Women in History 
American Society for Ethnohistory 
Berkshire Conference of Women Historians 
Native American and Indigenous Studies Association 
Western History Association 

PUBLIC HISTORY AND CONSULTING 

2022-present  Researcher and Writer, Administrative History of White Sands National   
   Park, Alamogordo, NM  

2021-present  Research Consultant and Writer, Native American History, ancestry.com  

2009-2010  Archival Research and Oral History Interviews, Oregon Nikkei Legacy   
   Center, Portland, OR  
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   Collections Processing, Portland Children’s Museum, Portland, OR 

2008   Archival Research, Lower East Side Tenement Museum, New York, NY 
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